
Site Guide:  Pass Creek             

  

Requirements: 

A current USHPA membership and minimum P2 certification is STRONGLY recommended, 
unless under USHPA instruction. 

A current ‘Recreational Use of State Land License’ for Montana is required for legal use of 
this flying site.  This license is inexpensive and can be purchased online (http://dnrc.mt.gov/
divisions/trust/recreational-use-of-state-land) or at any outdoor store, Sportsman’s, Bob 
Ward, Walmart, or anywhere that you would purchase a hunting or fishing license.  If you have 
a hunting or fishing license for Montana state, Recreational use is included as part of the $2 
‘Conservation license’, and you do not need any additional licensure for non-commercial use.  
Additional state licensure is required for commercial use of state land.  This site is plainly 
visible from the road, and game wardens have been known to check the area somewhat 
regularly.   

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0770/chapter_0010/part_0080/
section_0010/0770-0010-0080-0010.html 

Site Overview:  GPS: 46.106235, -111.113809 

  

Figure 1:  Aerial View of Pass Creek site 

Pass Creek is a Launch/Landing on Montana State Land, accessed off of a Rocky Mountain 
Road.  Parking is located on the west side of Rocky Mountain Road at a bend in the road 
(colored red in Figure 1). The Training Hill launch is an undeveloped hillside with a flat area 
to launch from that quickly rolls to a slope with a ~3.2 glide to landing zone 300 ft below.  
Slightly higher up and north of the Training Hill launch is the Midway Launch, and hiking east 
and higher up is the Upper Knob launch.  This site has cell service and Inreach/Satphone 
service. 

http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/trust/recreational-use-of-state-land
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/trust/recreational-use-of-state-land
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0770/chapter_0010/part_0080/section_0010/0770-0010-0080-0010.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0770/chapter_0010/part_0080/section_0010/0770-0010-0080-0010.html


Landing Zones: 

The main landing zone is not perfectly flat, and pilots are advised to walk the landing zone 
(immediately south of the parking area and west of the road) before hiking up to fly.  Close to 
the west side of this landing area, near the fence, is the flattest and clearest area to land 
(see green hashed area in Figure 1 and figure 8). 

The northern landing zone is located across the road from the parking area.  This LZ is 
significantly less flat, but with some spot landing skills, it allows for easy landing right next to 
the parking area in west winds. 

The cemetery landing zone is southeast of Morgan Cemetery.  This LZ is intended for sledders 
and sinking out from the Upper Knob Launch.  The LZ is mostly sage brush covered, and it may 
be difficult to land here without getting lines tangled in this sage.  Notably, there is private 
land adjacent to this LZ without a visible indicator of the property line.  The property line 
follows an imaginary line from the center of the Upper Knob Launch down to the intersection 
of Morgan Lane and Rocky Mountain Road (See figure2).   

  

Figure 2:  Pass Creek Area State Land Map (2019) 

Hike: 

From the parking area, follow the road back south to the first large bush on the left (east) 
side of the road where the fence is lower and easy to cross (see Figures 3 and 4).  Next follow 
the game trail south, following the trail closest to the road. 



  

Figure 3:  View of Pass Creek hill from the parking area. 

  

Figure 4:  Hiking trail to Pass Creek launches. 

On the game trail closest to the road, there is a small rock cairn (figure 5 and 6) to indicate 
where to turn left (east) and start hiking up toward the drainage.  At the bottom of the 
drainage there is another small rock cairn (figure 7) and from here, follow the right (south) 
side of the drainage up to either the Training Hill Launch or the Midway Launch.  The Upper 
Knob Launch can be reached by hiking southeast from the Midway launch until reaching a 
deep ravine (here you’ll be able to see the Upper Knob Launch), then turning to hike up, 
staying mostly in the clearing. 



  

Figure 5:  First rock cairn on the trail closest to the road. 

  

Figure 6:  Turning uphill from the first rock cairn. 



  

Figure 7:  Reaching the drainage and second rock cairn before following the right (southern) side of the drainage 
up to launch. 

Launches: 

The Training Hill Launch is most noticeable from the parking area (figure 3) and has plenty of 
room to set up and kite briefly before launching. 

  

Figure 8:  View from Training Hill Launch down to LZ and parking lot. 



  

Figure 9:  View of setup area on Training Hill Launch and Midway Launch in background. 

  

Figure 10:  Panoramic view of the Training Hill Launch (Launch is not as large as it appears in this photo). 

Midway Launch is above and north of the Training Hill Launch, and it is launchable in west to 
southwest wind (Figure 9).  This launch uses the same landing zones as the Training Hill 
Launch (Figure 13 and 11) and has a very large area behind launch with some potential for 
kiting. 



  

Figure 11:  Midway Launch. Kiting area on the right, behind launch, and landing zones on the left. 

  

Figure 12:  Midway Launch. 

  

Figure 13:  View of landing zones from Midway Launch. 



Upper Knob Launch (P3 recommended) can be reached by hiking east, above the Training Hill 
Launch and Midway Launch (Figure 14).  The primary launch direction here is south, but it can 
also be launched west to fly over the Training Hill Launch and back to the parking area (Figure 
17 and 18).  From the southern aspect, the Cemetery landing zone can be seen by imagining 
the area between a line directly from launch to the intersection of Morgan Lane and Rocky 
Mountain Road, then another line due east from this intersection (Figure 17).  There is a flag 
in the cemetery on the northeast side that can be used as a wind indicator. 

Northeast of Upper Knob Launch is a large clearing with a slight slope that shows promise for 
kiting in south winds (Figure 1 and 16).  There are some boulders and bushes scattered across 
this area. 

  

Figure 14:  Upper Knob Launch seen from hiking above the Training Hill Launch area. 

  

Figure 15:  Panoramic view from Upper Knob Launch. 



  

Figure 16:  View looking back from Upper Knob Launch. Includes kiting area in back and east of launch. 

  

Figure 17:  View from Upper Knob Launch and landing zone for southern aspect. 



  

Figure 18:  View from Upper Knob Launch and landing zone for WSW aspect. 

  

Figure 19:  View of Upper Knob Launch from East. 

Flying conditions (Training Hill Launch): 

Pass Creek Training Hill launch is a west facing slope with some trees scattered throughout 
the slope face.  Acceptable wind directions range from roughly 225° to 315° (SW to NW).  
Acceptable wind speeds are 0-12mph with gusts up to 15mph, gust rate of 5mph per second, 
and wind speed-gust differential of 10mph.  Predominant with direction is ~315° of ranging 
strength.  Midday conditions can be thermic. 

Obstacles (Training Hill Launch):  (See Figures 20 & 22) 

Along the slope of the hill there are scattered trees with a noticeable line of trees running 
from the north tip of launch down (west) to the base of the hill.  See the yellow crosshatched 



portion of Figures 20 and 22 which highlights expected area of flight paths.  Note that there 
are barbed wire fences on both sides of the road, please take care. 

  
Figure 20:  Pass Creek Training Hill Launch; Obstacles 



  
Figure 21:  Pass Creek Training Hill 

  

Figure 22:  Pass Creek Training Hill Launch; Obstacles 

We make every effort to provide complete and accurate information.  However, we do not 
guarantee accuracy, completeness, or the correct sequencing of the information.  We will do 
our best to correct errors brought to our attention.  The information appearing on this site is 



for general informational purposes only and is not intended to provide all information 
necessary. We urge you to take the time and obtain the knowledge in order to make your 
own safe piloting decisions.  Unless indicated otherwise, information presented on this site 
is public information and may be distributed and copied. Use of appropriate byline/photo/
image credits is requested.

* * * WARNING:  PARAGLIDING IS AN INHERENTLY DANGEROUS ACTIVITY, 
APPROPRIATE TRAINING THROUGH A USHPA CERTIFIED, PASA APPROVED 
SCHOOL IS RECOMMENDED. * * *


